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BC REFUGEE HUB BULLETIN 
Refugee Claimants // Arrival Highlights: January-March 2019

SOS Top 5 Settlement Patterns Based on Residential Addresses: Jan. to Mar. 2019

Month Top 5 Source Countries / Gender of New Clients / Total New Clients

Iran (61), Mexico (15), Iraq (8), Afghanistan (6), Colombia (5), Romania (5), El Salvador,(5) 79  +67  +2 ? =148

81  +83  +8  ? =172Iran (62) Lebanon (13), Iraq (11), Mexico (11), Colombia (11)

Iran (33), Mexico (8), Afghanistan (6), Pakistan (5), 
Saudi Arabia (4), Libya (4)

55  +37  + 5 ? =97Jan

Feb

Mar

The statistics on this page were provided by Settlement Orientation Services (sosbc.ca).
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Port of Entry (POE): 
A POE claim is a claim made 
at Canada Border Services 
Agency (CBSA) upon arrival 
at a land border crossing, 
airport or seaport.

Inland Claim: 
An Inland claim is a 
refugee claim made at an 
Immigration, Refugee and 
Citizenship Canada (IRCC) 
office.

Definitions

Other noteworthy cities

Mode of Arrival

688 
Inland Claim

141 
Undisclosed

231 
Port of 

Entry Claim

• New Westminster

• Port Coquitlam

• Richmond

• West Vancouver

• Port Moody

• Maple Ridge

• Kelowna

• Delta

• Langley

Age

55 0-6 
years

 116 
7-18 
years

823   
19-64 
years

  21 65 & 
above

 45  unknown

Total Individual and  
Family Clients

1060

 341  
+

+
 160

 559

http://sosbc.ca


The trends and observations above were provided by Settlement Orientation Services (sosbc.ca).

SOS Pre Arrival Occupation / Education: Jan. to Mar. 2019

SOS Trends and Observations: Jan. to Mar. 2019

Service Provider Spotlight

Arrival Trends Housing Trends

› Refugee claimants from Iran 
continue to be the top source 
country seen since April 2018. 

› Much more Iranian families after 
changes from IRB regarding hearing.

› February 2019 total new refugee 
claimants arrived was the highest one 
month arrival for over a decade.

› 65% of new arrivals walked 
across the US border.

› Delay in social assistance causing 
families to wait longer to go 
into long-term housing.

› 4-5 families with 7-11 members 
coming each day

› BC housing 
application taking 
much longer

› Double the amount 
of walk-ins in need 
of housing support.

Resources and Publications

UNHCR Canada has released two useful info sheets 
related to Refugee Claims in Canada:  

› Irregular Arrivals at the Border 
2018: Background Information 
(March 2019) bit.ly/bcrhbulletin

› What to Know About  
Irregular Border Crossings  
(February 2019) bit.ly/bcrhbulletin2

To view all of UNHCR Canada’s publications on national legislation, 
information on refugee claims in Canada and international statistics,  
click here. unhcr.ca/newsroom/publications

bcrefugeehub.ca             refugeehub@issbc.org                       @bcrefugeehub

IRAN

INASMUCH  
COMMUNITY 
SOCIETY

Based in Abbotsford, BC, Inasmuch 
Community Society provides 
transitional housing, settlement 
services, customized employment 
counseling, English language 
training and basic living support 
for up to six months following 
an asylum seeker’s arrival in BC. 
Inasmuch’s purpose is to create a 
family, a home and a supportive 
community for refugee claimants. 

To learn more: inasmuch.ca
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The following are highlights of the past occupation and/or education that was reported Jan-Mar 2019 by Refugee Claimants               
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* May have multiple responses The statistics above were provided by Settlement Orientation Services (sosbc.ca).
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