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Context 

Recruiting and retaining refugees and immigrants are invaluable to Canadian society

Do refugees stay in the province where they arrive?

See our full report here: https://cyrrc.org/2020/07/16/refugee-retention/

https://cyrrc.org/2020/07/16/refugee-retention


Retention of  Refugees in their Arrival 
Province

Why would refugees undertake secondary migration?
◦ Many refugees’ initial destinations are not self-chosen
◦ Refugees tend to settle in smaller cities initially
◦ Lack of employment
◦ Social isolation

Why would refugees stay in the province of their arrival?
◦ Refugees get more settlement support
◦ Stability for larger families



Research Data
The Longitudinal Immigration Database (IMDB)
◦ Permanent Residents’ landing records (IRCC)
◦ The T1FF tax records (CRA)
◦ Temporary Residents file (TR)

Our Focus: 
◦ 3 landing cohorts: 2007-2009, 2010-2012, and 2013-2015
◦ Destined to                                             , and Manitoba
◦ Filed taxes at least once since landing

British Columbia, Alberta, Nova Scotia



Measuring Retention
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Refugee Retention by Landing Cohort
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Retention by Admission Category, 
2010-2012 Cohort
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The case of  Nova Scotia: Retention by 
Cohort and Admission Category

Refugee retention by landing cohort Retention by admission category, 2010-2012 
cohort
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Summary
§ A large majority of  refugees stay in the province where they arrive for at least five 
years

§ But retention rates vary by province
§ In AB and BC, retention is strong and stable across cohorts; in NS, retention is lower and varies 

by cohort

§ Findings point to potential areas of  concern for further analysis, e.g., refugee SES 
and employment in NS
§ See our report on economic outcomes here: https://cyrrc.org/2020/10/21/employment-rate-

and-median-income/

https://cyrrc.org/2020/10/21/employment-rate-and-median-income/


Access the data from the IMDB

§Tables/Aggregate data

- Statistics Canada’s Interactive Application: Mobility

https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/n1/pub/71-607-x/71-607-x2019033-eng.htm

- Retention rate %

- # of  in-/out-migration

https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/n1/pub/71-607-x/71-607-x2019033-eng.htm




What is the 2 year retention rates of  
refugees in BC admitted in 2015

Select Province

Select the year 
of  admission Select year since 

admission

Select Admission Category



What is the 2 year retention rates of  
refugees in BC admitted in 2015

89.8%



Other sources of  customization

Age Knowledge of  
Official language 

at landing

Pre-admission 
experience  

(e.g. Work permit)



Access the IMDB

§ Regression, causal analysis è Microdata
- Canadian Research Data Centres
- High level statistical skills needed
- Collaborate with researchers to be

sought
Or contact us:

Jonathan.Amoyaw@dal.ca
Yoko.Yoshida@uwo.ca

mailto:Jonathan.Amoyaw@dal.ca
mailto:Yoko.Yoshida@uwo.ca


Access the data from the IMDB

§Tables/Aggregate data

- Statistics Canada’s Interactive Application: Economic outcomes

https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/n1/pub/71-607-x/71-607-x2019003-eng.htm

- Mean/median total income

- Mean/median employment income

- Proportion of newcomer tax filers with social assistance

https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/n1/pub/71-607-x/71-607-x2019003-eng.htm

