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Current international situation

https://data2.unhcr.org/en/dataviz/127?sv=44&geo=0

https://data2.unhcr.org/en/dataviz/127?sv=44&geo=0


Challenges in the field

Vulnerable host countries 

Of all those who had  be forced to fled their 
homes, 9 of 10 live in a developing country.

In many cases, the health and sanitary 
systems of host countries are already weak 
and in urgent need of support.

If medical equipment shortages hit the 
wealthiest countries, some host countries 
could face dramatic situations.



UNHCR actions 
during COVID-19

On March 31, a series of measures were
announced to fight the COVID-19 pandemic

I. Distribution of shelter materials, basic necessities and
sanitary and hygienic products.

II. Increased financial assistance to refugees to mitigate
the negative socio-economic impact of the Covid-19
pandemic.

III. Support to governments in infection prevention and
health response, including the provision of medical
supplies and equipment.

IV. Advice and practical information concerning preventive
measures for refugees.



V. Strengthening health systems and services,
as well as infrastructure related to water,
sanitation and hygiene, including through the
distribution of soap and improved access to
water.

VI. Strengthening monitoring and measures to
guarantee respect for the rights of uprooted
people.



COVID-19 and UNHCR



Canada, asylum and Covid-19
• Three situations along the border:

– 1. Early March: some closures and limitations but did not 
impact asylum claims and access to territory

– 2. March 21st: border closure and agreement with the U.S.
– 3. April 21st: new order-in-council to allow for claims from 

those who qualify for an STCA exception.
• Inland claims still possible
• Detention numbers have decreased significantly



Current statistics: Canada
• Overall asylum claims:
• Slight increase of asylum claims in September (170 more than in August – mainly due to inland claims) but still about 

five times less than in August of last year (6,500 in 2019 compared to 1,210 in 2020).
• Total of 20,025 asylum claims in the first 9 months of 2020 – which represents a 57% decrease compared to the same 

period last year (46,160 claims). 
• If we look specifically at the six-month period of April-September (first full months when the border was closed to non-

essential travel), there was a decrease of 77% compared to the same period last year (33,260 in 2019 compared to 
7,630 in 2020)



Irregular arrivals
• Irregular arrivals:
• Total of 3,202 irregular arrivals in the first 9 months of 2020 – which represents a decrease of 

73% compared to the same period last year (12,080 in 2019). 
• If we look specifically at the six-month period of April-September, there was a decrease of 

98% compared to the same period last year (9,382 in 2019 compared to 167 in 2020)
• While the number of irregular arrivals represented more than a quarter (29%) of all claims 

made in Canada in 2019, they accounted for only 2% of all claims in April-Sep 2020.
• As in previous years, the vast majority of irregular arrivals (97%) entered through Quebec.



Social supports for asylum-seekers
• Employment insurance (EI): up to $573/week for up to 45 weeks.

– Apply if you lost your job because you’re sick, you paid into EI, and worked 400-700 hours.
– Apply online.

• EI Sickness Benefit: up to $573/week for up to 15 weeks.
– Apply if in quarantine or sick with COVID-19, lost 40% pay, and worked at least 600 hours.
– Apply online.

• Canada Emergency Response Benefit (CERB): $2,000 per month for up to 4 months.
– Apply if you are 15 or older, don’t get paid due to COVID-19, have a SIN, and earned $5,000 or more in 

2019 (or past 12 months).
– Apply online or over the phone: 1-800-959-2019 or 1-800-959-204 

• Canada Child Benefit: extra $300 per child.
– Apply if you have a child, and you lived in Canada for last 18 months, and you have valid immigration 

documents.
– Apply online.

https://www.canada.ca/en/services/benefits/ei/ei-regular-benefit/apply.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/services/benefits/privacy-notice.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/services/benefits/ei/ei-regular-benefit/apply.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/services/benefits/ei/ei-sickness/apply.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/services/benefits/ei/cerb-application.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/revenue-agency/services/child-family-benefits/canada-child-benefit-overview/canada-child-benefit-apply.html


Thank you!

Twitter: 
twitter.com/UNHCRCanada

Facebook:
facebook.com/UNHCRCanada

UNHCR Canada:
www.unhcr.org/

UNHCR Canada:
www.unhcr.ca

https://twitter.com/UNHCRCanada?ref_src=twsrc%5Egoogle%7Ctwcamp%5Eserp%7Ctwgr%5Eauthor
https://www.facebook.com/UNHCRCanada
http://www.unhcr.org/
https://www.unhcr.ca/fr/

